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Teenage Allen Maruyama internalized the hostility directed at Japanese/Japanese Americans

subsequent to the Pearl Harbor attack. He says he learned to hate himself and "felt

subhuman," but Presbyterians in his home state of Colorado "befriended" him. He proved

himself as a student athlete and US Army Buck Sergeant. He graduated from McCormick

Theological Seminary (MA, Christian education, and MDiv). His MTS is from Dubuque

Seminary. Only when he earned a PhD in theology from the Aquinas Institute of Philosophy

and Theology did he feel "emancipated," no longer suffering from shame while living and

working as a Japanese American in white majority culture.Allen's Nisei (second generation)

experiences and his issho kenmei personality (all in, full throttle, nonstop) propelled him into

centers of change and controversy in fields as diverse as social justice, theology, and cultural

and church history. Dr. Allen Maruyama is the first Asian American to stand for the position of

moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA).

About the AuthorV. L. Purvis-Smith graduated from Boston University (BA) and completed her

MDiv at McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago. Purvis-Smith served as a pastor in the

Presbyterian Church (USA). After earning a PhD in English and education from the University

of Michigan, she directed an English language program in Senegal and taught at the University

of The Bahamas. Purvis-Smith's historical novel, Greenwood Riven (2016), is set in a

midwestern community that splinters along racial lines during WWII. --This text refers to the

paperback edition.Review"This powerful biography of Dr. Maruyama comes when we most

desperately need a reminder of the dark history and continuing legacy of Asian American

racism in the United States. Purvis-Smith has written a meticulously researched and

entertainingly crafted story of a beautiful soul whose resistance and resilience are inspirational.

Through Purvis-Smith's captivating retelling, we witness Maruyama's struggles against

discrimination and other challenges to live an authentic life of service while in search of eternal

truths."--Althea Danielski, Worcester Polytechnic Institute"In this moment, with our country

riven by centuries of division, we must find stories to help us understand our common

humanity. Purvis-Smith has found the perfect grain of sand in which we can see our world. Her

compassionate, unflinching interpretation of the story of one man, Allen Maruyama, allows us

to understand the forces that have divided us and, even more importantly, the ties and

commonalities that unite us in our diversity."--Charles Sichel-Outcalt, Southern New Hampshire

University"This book is an insightful exploration of one Japanese American man's journey from

his youth in rural Colorado, overcoming the overt and subtle discrimination in mid-century

America, to become a gifted and sought-after pastor in the Presbyterian Church, and his

attempts to scale the heights of its leadership. Purvis-Smith's thorough and sensitive depiction

of Allen Maruyama's life reveals the struggles and triumphs he experienced as he sought and

succeeded to serve those in need and to address many of society's ills and challenges,

including racism, penal reform, homelessness and disengaged youth. His admirable personal

traits and inspiring journey of resistance and resilience are comprehensively, carefully, and

elegantly showcased in these pages."--Anne Patterson Finn, criminal justice attorney--This text

refers to the paperback edition.
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DrMom, “More than a biography. If you’re not typically interested in church histories or

biographies, you might think this book won’t be of interest. You would be wrong. Purvis-Smith

has amassed biographical details of her Japanese American subject, Allen Maruyama, to tell a

compelling story of his growing up in a Japanese family living in Eastern Colorado when WWII

broke out and internment camps were set up for those of Japanese heritage living on the West

Coast. One of those camps ends up being only a few miles from the Maruyama’s home and

Allen experiences a crisis of identity. In Purvis-Smith’s hands, the story of Allen’s decisions to

join the U. S. military and then after the war to pursue a career in the ministry, his elevation in

the national structure of the church, and his eventual turn back to his family’s Buddhist roots is

connected not just to the character of his own life but to the cultural history of America and our

collective struggle to find strength in our diversity. Maruyama’s life story helps us think about

identity, values, faith, culture, and the influences of home and community without erasing the

complexities of those terms or the way they evolve over time. Purvis-Smith’s ethnographic

approach is informed, of course, by hours of interviews, but also by her consideration of written

documents and her deep knowledge of church practices and politics. This is a book worth

reading because of that rich interplay and readers will come away with new insights into the

current tensions around conservative and progressive ideologies. Finally, this is a book that

should help us reflect on who we think we are—both as individuals and as a nation—and who

we might become. If I were still teaching college classes, I would want this book, or at least

parts of it, on the syllabus to help students see those connections and to consider the

rhetorical strategies Purvis-Smith is using to accomplish her goal of telling the story of an



ordinary life in a way that is “instructive and inspiring.””

The book by V. L. Purvis-Smith has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 2 people have provided feedback.
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